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Micah 1:10-16 10 Tell it not in Gath; weep not at all; in Beth-le-aphrah roll 

yourselves in the dust.  11 Pass on your way, inhabitants of Shaphir, in nakedness 

and shame; the inhabitants of Zaanan do not come out; the lamentation of Beth-

ezel shall take away from you its standing place.  12 For the inhabitants of Maroth

wait anxiously for good, because disaster has come down from the LORD to the 

gate of Jerusalem.



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
Micah 1:10-16 13 Harness the steeds to the chariots, inhabitants of Lachish; it was 

the beginning of sin to the daughter of Zion, for in you were found the transgressions 

of Israel.  14 Therefore you shall give parting gifts1 to Moresheth-gath; the houses of 

Achzib shall be a deceitful thing to the kings of Israel.  15 I will again bring a conqueror 

to you, inhabitants of Mareshah; the glory of Israel shall come to Adullam.  16 Make 

yourselves bald and cut off your hair, for the children of your delight; make yourselves 

as bald as the eagle, for they shall go from you into exile



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R  – 8 T H C E N T U RY  B C
745 BC: The crown of Assyria is seized by Pul, who takes the name Tiglath-Pileser III.

740 BC: Start of Ahaz's reign of Judah.

738 BC: King Tiglath-Pileser III of Assyria invades Israel, forcing it to pay tribute.

722 BC: Israel is conquered by Assyrian king Sargon II. (Sargon II -probably meaning 

'the faithful king' or 'the legitimate king' was the king of the Neo-Assyrian Empire from 

the downfall of his predecessor Shalmaneser V in 722 BC to his death in battle in 705 

BC.)

705 BC: Sennacherib succeeds Sargon II as king of Assyria.

701 BC: King Hezekiah of Judah, backed by Egypt, revolts against king Sennacherib

of Assyria. Sennacherib sacks many cities, but fails in his attempt to take Jerusalem.
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Tiglath-Pileser takes towns in northern Israel

Shalmaneser takes Samaria and takes captives

away from Israel

Sennacherib takes towns in Judah

and camps against Jerusalem



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R  – 8 T H C E N T U RY  B C
Sennacherib showed up in Judah to show his power and get his money. This is when 

he attacked the cities named in Micah. Sennacherib invaded 46 towns in Judah and 

then set up camp against Jerusalem.  (2 Kings 18-19)



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
2 Kings 18:13-15 13 In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah's reign, King 

Sennacherib of Assyria marched up against all the fortified cities of Judah and 

captured them.  14 King Hezekiah of Judah sent this message to the king of 

Assyria, who was at Lachish, "I have violated our treaty. If you leave, I will do 

whatever you demand."22 So the king of Assyria demanded that King Hezekiah of 

Judah pay three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold.  15 Hezekiah 

gave him all the silver in the LORD's temple and in the treasuries of the royal 

palace.



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
2 Kings 18:17-19 The king of Assyria sent his commanding general, the chief 

eunuch, and the chief adviser from Lachish to King Hezekiah in Jerusalem, along 

with a large army. They went up and arrived at Jerusalem. They went and stood 

at the conduit of the upper pool which is located on the road to the field where 

they wash and dry cloth.  18 They summoned the king, so Eliakim son of Hilkiah, 

the palace supervisor, accompanied by Shebna the scribe and Joah son of 

Asaph, the secretary, went out to meet them.  19 The chief adviser said to them, 

"Tell Hezekiah: 'This is what the great king, the king of Assyria, says: "What is 

your source of confidence?



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
NIV 2 Kings 18:20 You say you have strategy and military strength-- but you 

speak only empty words. On whom are you depending, that you rebel against 

me?



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
2 Kings 19:30-35 30 Those who remain in Judah will take root in the ground and 

bear fruit.  31 For a remnant will leave Jerusalem; survivors will come out of 

Mount Zion. The intense devotion of the sovereign LORD56 to his people57 will 

accomplish this.  32 So this is what the LORD says about the king of Assyria: "He 

will not enter this city, nor will he shoot an arrow here.58 He will not attack it with 

his shield-carrying warriors,59 nor will he build siege works against it.  33 He will 

go back the way he came. He will not enter this city," says the LORD.  34 I will 

shield this city and rescue it for the sake of my reputation and because of my 

promise to David my servant.'"



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
2 Kings 19:35-37 That very night the LORD's messenger went out and killed 

185,000 men in the Assyrian camp. When they got up early the next morning, 

there were all the corpses.  36 So King Sennacherib of Assyria broke camp and 

went on his way. He went home and stayed in Nineveh. 37 One day, as he was 

worshiping in the temple of his god Nisroch, his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer

struck him down with the sword.



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
Micah gave his beloved countrymen the warning they needed to hear and heed. 

The war against your sin is at the gate of Jerusalem. 

Micah 2:1-2 Woe to those who dream up wickedness and prepare evil plans on 

their beds! At morning light they accomplish it because the power is in their 

hands.  2 They covet fields and seize them; they also take houses. They deprive 

a man of his home, a person of his inheritance. 



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
The leaders who had the power and money in Judah wanted more and plotted 

their wicked ways to get land and property. 
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The leaders who had the power and money in Judah wanted more and plotted 

their wicked ways to get land and property. 

Micah 2:3 Therefore the LORD says this: "Look, I am devising disaster for this 

nation! It will be like a yoke from which you cannot free your neck. You will no 

longer walk proudly, for it will be a time of catastrophe.



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
The catastrophe: 

Micah 2:4 In that day people will sing this taunt song to you – they will mock 

you with this lament: 'We are completely destroyed; they sell off11 the property of 

my people. How they remove it from me! They assign our fields to traitors.

Micah 2:10 But you are the ones who will be forced to leave! For this land is not 

secure! Sin will thoroughly destroy it!



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
The Word of the Lord was that they would be conquered and exiled. 

The justice of God:  

He does what is right. 

He rewards what is right. 

He “rewards”  with punishment, correction, discipline - what is wrong. 



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
Whose side of the war you are on?

Are you with the Lord or are you His enemy? 

Ephesians 2:11-13 you were at that time without Christ, alienated from the 

citizenship of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope 

and without God in the world. 

This describes a person without Christ as an enemy of God. 

If this is where you find yourself in the war against sin, surrender is the way to 

salvation. 



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
Ephesians 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who used to be far away have been 

brought near by the blood of Christ. 

Ask for forgiveness based on the blood of Jesus. 



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
You have the right strategy and the right weapons. 

Ephesians 6:10-18 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power 

of His might.  11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand 

against the wiles of the devil.  12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 

but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 

this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.  



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
Ephesians 6:13-18  Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be 

able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.  14 Stand 

therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of 

righteousness,  15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of 

peace;  16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to 

quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.  17 And take the helmet of salvation, 

and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;  18 praying always with all 

prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all 

perseverance and supplication for all the saints –



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
You must declare war on sin in your own life. 

2 Corinthians 10:3-6 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according 

to the flesh.  4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God 

for pulling down strongholds,  5 casting down arguments and every high thing 

that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into 

captivity to the obedience of Christ,  6 and being ready to punish all disobedience 

when your obedience is fulfilled.



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
2 Kings 18:20 You say you have strategy and military strength-- but you speak 

only empty words. On whom are you depending, that you rebel against me?

Micah 2:7 Do not My words do good to him who walks uprightly?



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
2 Kings 18:20 You say you have strategy and military strength-- but you speak 

only empty words. On whom are you depending, that you rebel against me?

Micah 2:7 Do not My words do good to him who walks uprightly?

The weapons of our warfare are the very words of God which we are to believe.

In our battle against sin and the sin nature, we must recognize every thought that 

goes against God’s truth and God’s way. 



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
➢ Take out the weapons of warfare that are mighty in God. 

➢ Pull out the right Bible verse for the situation. 

➢ Take every thought captive. 

➢ Capture that thought that is stuck in your head. 

➢ Make that thought face the truth of God’s good word.



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
Lie / thought – nobody really loves me

 Truth – God says I love you – John 15:9  As the Father loved Me, I also have 

loved you; abide in My love.

Lie / thought – I’m worried

 Truth – God says cast all your cares on me. 1 Peter 5:7 Cast all your anxiety 

on him because he cares for you. 

Lie / thought – I can’t go on

 Truth – God’s grace is sufficient for you 2 Corinthians 12:9 But He said to me, 

"My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Therefore, I 

will most gladly boast all the more about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power 

may reside in me.



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
Lie / thought – I can’t figure things out

 Truth – God says I will direct your steps Proverbs 3:5-6   5 Trust in the LORD 

with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding;  6 In all your ways 

acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.

Lie / thought – this is a hopeless situation

 Truth – God says I have a plan Romans 8:28   28 And we know that all things 

work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called 

according to His purpose.



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
Lie / thought – this pain will never end

Truth – God says you have a glorious future Romans 8:18   18 For I consider 

that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that 

is going to be revealed to us.

Lie / thought – I’m all alone, I’m afraid

 Truth – God says I am with you Hebrews 13:5-6  for He Himself has said, I will 

never leave you or forsake you. 6 Therefore, we may boldly say: The Lord is my 

helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?a



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
External sinful behavior has its beginning with sinful thoughts that must be 

captured. 

NLT Galatians 5:17 The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of 

what the Spirit wants. And the Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of 

what the sinful nature desires. These two forces are constantly fighting each 

other, so you are not free to carry out your good intentions.



T H I S  M E A N S  WA R
What is right and wrong in the Lord’s eyes?

❖ God’s instructions: The 10 Commandments

❖ Eseret ha-devarim - “The Ten Words” 

CJB Exodus 34:28 Moshe was there with                                                         

ADONAI forty days and forty nights, during                                                           

which time he neither ate food nor drank water.                                                         

ADONAI wrote on the tablets the words of the                                                    

covenant, the Ten Words.


