
J u s t i c e  a n d  M e rc y  



J u s t i c e  a n d  M e r c y  

Highlighting the holiness of the Lord – honors Him and 

emphasizes the heinousness of sin against Him. 

Exodus 15:11 Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? Who 

is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, 

doing wonders?



J u s t i c e  a n d  M e r c y  

Exodus 15:1-3 Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this 

song to the LORD, saying, "I will sing to the LORD, for he has 

triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he has thrown into 

the sea.  2 The LORD is my strength and my song, and he has 

become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise him, my 

father's God, and I will exalt him.  3 The LORD is a man of war; 

the LORD is his name.”

Exodus 15:17 17You will bring them in and plant them on your 

own mountain, the place, O LORD, which you have made for 

your abode, the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have 

established.
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Exodus 15:17 17You will bring them in and plant them on your 

own mountain, the place, O LORD, which you have made for 

your abode, the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have 

established.

The Lord’s holy sanctuary was built on the hill Mount Moriah, 

which became Mount Zion, the mountain of the Lord,                 

the high place where all Israel was to worship their holy God. 



J u s t i c e  a n d  M e r c y  
 1 Kings 8:1 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the 
heads of the tribes, the leaders of the fathers' houses of the people of 
Israel, before King Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD out of the city of David, which is Zion.

 1 Kings 8:5-6 And King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, 
who had assembled before him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing 
so many sheep and oxen that they could not be counted or numbered.  
6 Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the LORD to its 
place in the inner sanctuary of the house, in the Most Holy Place, 
underneath the wings of the cherubim.

 1 Kings 8:10-11 And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, a 
cloud filled the house of the LORD,  11 so that the priests could not stand 
to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled the 
house of the LORD.



J u s t i c e  a n d  M e r c y  

 1 Kings 8:22-24 22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the 

LORD in the presence of all the assembly of Israel and spread out 

his hands toward heaven,  23 and said, "O LORD, God of Israel, 

there is no God like you, in heaven above or on earth beneath, 

keeping covenant and showing steadfast love to your servants who 

walk before you with all their heart,  24 who have kept with your 

servant David my father what you declared to him. You spoke with 

your mouth, and with your hand have fulfilled it this day. 



J u s t i c e  a n d  M e r c y  

 1 Kings 8:27-29 "But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, 

heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you; how much 

less this house that I have built!  28 Yet have regard to the prayer of 

your servant and to his plea, O LORD my God, listening to the cry 

and to the prayer that your servant prays before you this day,  29

that your eyes may be open night and day toward this house, the 

place of which you have said, 'My name shall be there,' that you 

may listen to the prayer that your servant offers toward this place.

The Lord made His presence known at His sanctuary.



J u s t i c e  a n d  M e r c y  

Solomon took foreign wives and built idolatrous shrines for 

them. 

 1st Kings 11:7 - Then Solomon built an illegal worship site on the hill 

east of Jerusalem (mt olives) for Chemosh (the disgusting idol of 

Moab) and for Molech (the disgusting idol of the Ammonites). 8 He 

did these things for each of his foreign wives who burned incense 

and sacrificed to their gods.9 So the LORD became angry with 

Solomon because his heart had turned from the LORD God of Israel, 

who had appeared to him twice.

God split the kingdom of Israel into north and south kingdoms.



J u s t i c e  a n d  M e r c y  

 1 Kings 12:26-32 26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, "Now the kingdom 

will turn back to the house of David.  27 If this people go up to offer 

sacrifices in the temple of the LORD at Jerusalem, then the heart of this 

people will turn again to their lord, to Rehoboam king of Judah, and they 

will kill me and return to Rehoboam king of Judah."  28 So the king took 

counsel and made two calves of gold. And he said to the people, "You 

have gone up to Jerusalem long enough. Behold your gods, O Israel, 

who brought you up out of the land of Egypt."  29 And he set one in 

Bethel, and the other he put in Dan.  30 Then this thing became a sin, for 

the people went as far as Dan to be before one.1 31 He also made 

temples on high places and appointed priests from among all the 

people, who were not of the Levites.  32 And Jeroboam appointed a 

feast on the fifteenth day of the eighth month like the feast that was in 

Judah, and he offered sacrifices on the altar.



J u s t i c e  a n d  M e r c y  

 Jeroboam was the first king of the northern kingdom.

 Jeroboam:

Made 2 golden calves

Temples on high places

Appointed priests (who were not Levites)



J u s t i c e  a n d  M e r c y  

 1 Kings 16:23-25 Omri began to reign over Israel, and he reigned 

for twelve years; six years he reigned in Tirzah.  24 He bought the hill 

of Samaria from Shemer for two talents of silver, and he fortified the 

hill and called the name of the city that he built Samaria, after the 

name of Shemer, the owner of the hill.  25 Omri did what was evil in 

the sight of the LORD

Omri –king of the northern kingdom, bought the hill of Samaria

Samaria: a hill, then the capital, then the area





J u s t i c e  a n d  M e r c y  

 1 Kings 16:30-32 30 And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight 

of the LORD, more than all who were before him.  31 And as if it had 

been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of 

Nebat, he took for his wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of 

the Sidonians, and went and served Baal and worshiped him.  32 He 

erected an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he built in 

Samaria.

Ahab had a temple and altar built for Baal in Samaria 

High places refer to the places of idol worship 



J u s t i c e  a n d  M e r c y  

 Micah 1:3-5 For behold, the LORD is coming out of his place, and 

will come down and tread upon the high places of the earth.  4

And the mountains will melt under him, and the valleys will split 

open, like wax before the fire, like waters poured down a steep 

place.  5 All this is for the transgression of Jacob and for the sins of 

the house of Israel. What is the transgression of Jacob? Is it not 

Samaria? And what is the high place of Judah? Is it not Jerusalem?  



J u s t i c e  a n d  M e r c y  

 2 Kings 18:9-11 9 In the fourth year of King Hezekiah, which was 

the seventh year of Hoshea son of Elah, king of Israel, Shalmaneser 

king of Assyria came up against Samaria and besieged it,  10 and at 

the end of three years he took it. In the sixth year of Hezekiah, 

which was the ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was 

taken.  11 The king of Assyria carried the Israelites away to Assyria



J u s t i c e  a n d  M e r c y  

 Micah 1:6  Therefore I will make Samaria a heap in the open 

country, a place for planting vineyards, and I will pour down her 

stones into the valley and uncover her foundations. 

God’s word against Samaria declared: it would be a heap of 

rubble and a place for planting vineyards 



J u s t i c e  a n d  M e r c y  

 Micah 1:7 All her carved images shall be beaten to pieces, all 

her wages shall be burned with fire, and all her idols I will lay waste, 

for from the fee of a prostitute she gathered them, and to the fee 

of a prostitute they shall return.

The pagan religions around Israel usually involved what is 

referred to as cult prostitution.

Baal was considered a fertility god, and a young bull was one of 

the figures under which Baal was worshipped.
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 Micah 1:7 All her carved images shall be beaten to pieces, all 

her wages shall be burned with fire, and all her idols I will lay waste, 

for from the fee of a prostitute she gathered them, and to the fee 

of a prostitute they shall return.

 The pagan religions around Israel usually involved what is referred to as 

cult prostitution.

 Baal was considered a fertility god, and a young bull was one of the 

figures under which Baal was worshipped.

 Baalism provided religion without the moral demands of the LORD.  

 Idolatry is looking to get your needs met in a way of your own choosing.



J u s t i c e  a n d  M e r c y  

 John 4:7-9 7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, 

Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?"  8 (His disciples had 

gone into the town to buy food.)  9 The Samaritan woman said to 

him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you 

ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 

 John 4:19-22 19 "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a 

prophet.  20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews 

claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem." 


21 Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when 

you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 

Jerusalem.  22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we 

worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.



J u s t i c e  a n d  M e r c y  

 John 4:23-26 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the 

true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the 

kind of worshipers the Father seeks.  24 God is spirit, and his worshipers 

must worship in spirit and in truth."  25 The woman said, "I know that 

Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will explain 

everything to us."  26 Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he."

 John 4:39-42 39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in 

him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me everything I ever 

did."  40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with 

them, and he stayed two days.  41 And because of his words many more 

became believers.  42 They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just 

because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we 

know that this man really is the Savior of the world."



J u s t i c e  a n d  M e r c y  

Samaria… where wrong worship took over, became a place of 

the right worship of Jesus as Savior. 
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 Acts 8:5-8 5 Philip went down to the city1 of Samaria and 

proclaimed to them the Christ.  6 And the crowds with one accord 

paid attention to what was being said by Philip when they heard 

him and saw the signs that he did.  7 For unclean spirits came out of 

many who were possessed, crying with a loud voice, and many 

who were paralyzed or lame were healed.  8 So there was much joy 

in that city.

 Acts 8:14-15 14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that 

Samaria had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter 

and John,  15 who came down and prayed for them that they 

might receive the Holy Spirit,



J u s t i c e  a n d  M e r c y  

 Acts 9:31 the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and 

Samaria had peace and was being built up. And walking in the 

fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.

 Acts 15:3 3 So,  being sent on their way by the church, they 

passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail 

the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the 

brothers.


