


The tabernacle, and practices of sacrifice and worship 
were 

 illustrations   

 before Christ came to earth 

 

Christ is the true sacrifice and way to God. 




NET Hebrews 9:8-10 The Holy Spirit is making clear 
that the way into the holy place had not yet appeared 
as long as the old tabernacle was standing. 9 This was a 
symbol for the time then present, when gifts and 
sacrifices were offered that could not perfect the 
conscience of the worshiper. 10 They served only for 
matters of food and drink and various washings; they 
are external regulations imposed until the new order 
came. 



 Hebrews 8:1-2  NLT Here is the main point: We have a 
High Priest who sat down in the place of honor beside 
the throne of the majestic God in heaven.  2 There he 
ministers in the heavenly Tabernacle, the true place of 
worship that was built by the Lord and not by human 
hands. 



“Though sacrifices and ceremonies can be no ground or 
foundation to build upon – that is, though we can prove nought 
with them – yet, when we have once found out Christ and His 
mysteries, then we may borrow figures, that is to say – 
allegories, similitudes, and examples … to open Christ and the 
secrets of God hid in Christ…. And can declare them (truths of 
Christ)  more lively and sensibly with them (the symbols) than 
with all the words of the world.  

For similitudes have more virtue and power with them than bare 
words, and lead a man’s understanding further into the pith and 
marrow and spiritual understanding of the thing, than all the 
words that can be imagined.”  Prologue into the 3rd Book of Moses, 
Tyndale; quoted by Andrew Bonar, p.4 



 



Leviticus 1:1-9  ESV The LORD called Moses and spoke to him from the 
tent of meeting, saying,  2 "Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, 
When any one of you brings an offering to the LORD, you shall bring your 
offering of livestock from the herd or from the flock.  3 "If his offering is a 
burnt offering from the herd, he shall offer a male without blemish. He 
shall bring it to the entrance of the tent of meeting, that he may be 
accepted before the LORD.  4 He shall lay his hand on the head of the 
burnt offering, and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for 
him.  5 Then he shall kill the bull before the LORD, and Aaron's sons the 
priests shall bring the blood and throw the blood against the sides of the 
altar that is at the entrance of the tent of meeting.  6 Then he shall flay the 
burnt offering and cut it into pieces,  7 and the sons of Aaron the priest 
shall put fire on the altar and arrange wood on the fire.  8 And Aaron's 
sons the priests shall arrange the pieces, the head, and the fat, on the 
wood that is on the fire on the altar;  9 but its entrails and its legs he shall 
wash with water. And the priest shall burn all of it on the altar, as a burnt 
offering, a food offering1 with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 
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of the wrath of God 
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The Burnt Offering 

1. Totally consumed by the fire – represents a full expression 
of the wrath of God 

2. (v3) Male without blemish – represents Jesus – a man 
without sin 

3. (v3) Before the Lord – reminds that sacrifices are being 
offered TO GOD 

4. (v4) Lay hand on head of animal – symbolized transferring 
his sin onto the animal, an act of faith 

 



Israelites themselves brought offerings from their flocks and 
herds. 

GOD HIMSELF provided the lamb for our atonement.  

 God’s prophetic picture:  Genesis 22:8   8 Abraham said, 
"God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, 
my son." 

 The declaration: John 1:29   29 The next day he saw Jesus 
coming toward him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world.” 
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The Burnt Offering 

5. (v5) Brings forward the blood: the life – represents the 
living soul of the sinner  in its utter helplessness and in all its 
filthiness 

6. (v6) Removal of the skin and cutting into pieces – may 
represent what a sinner deserves, stripped of outward 
appearances, heart and soul exposed 

7. (v8) The head and fat were laid on the altar  

 As animal represents sinner – both outer man and inner 
man are laid before the Lord 

 As animal foreshadows Christ – His body and soul laid 
before God as perfect sacrifice   
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The Burnt Offering 

8. (v9) Inward parts and legs washed with water – cleaned 
blood and other impurities 

9. (v9) A sweet savor to the Lord –  

• Literally “savor of rest”   

• A soothing aroma (NAS) 

• The offering brought God rest from His wrath toward sin  

 



 Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service. 

 Ephesians 5:1-2  Therefore be imitators of God as dear 
children.  2 And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us 
and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God 
for a sweet-smelling aroma. 

 


