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The Golden Rule of Love 

• “In everything, therefore, treat people the same way 
you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and 
the Prophets.” Matt 7:12.    

• It is from this statement, and Jesus’ declaration of 
the greatest commandments, to love God and love 
your neighbor as yourself, that LOVE became the 
defining characteristic of Christianity. 



The Golden Rule of Love 

• If you live this way, it pleases God.. because it 
imitates Him and His love.  

• NIV Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love 
for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us. 



The Golden Rule of Love 

• God’s love is sacrificial. It is giving. It is unconditional.  



The Golden Rule of Love 

In the Beatitudes – we can see that God GIVES great 
blessings out of His abundant love.  

• Blessed are the poor – for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. God gives us adoption into His family.  

• Blessed are those who mourn – for they shall be 
comforted. God gives comfort. 

• Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
God gives a future of prosperity. 

• Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. God gives 
His righteousness to us.  



The Golden Rule of Love 

In the Beatitudes – we can see that God GIVES great 
blessings out of His abundant love.  

• Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.  
God gives mercy – forgiveness, kindness, and 
compassion. 

• Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called 
sons of God. God gave us peace with Him through His 
Son.  

• Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. God gives us 
blessings through our sufferings. 

 



The Golden Rule of Love 

The heart of the law is based on love.  
NAS Leviticus 19:18 You shall not take vengeance, nor bear 
any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall 
love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD. 

 



The Golden Rule of Love 

• Matt 5:21-26 –  Love will be patient, forgiving, and pursue 
reconciliation. 

• Matt 5:27-30 –Love wants the best for a person and 
respects who they are rather than abusing, harming, or 
misusing them. 

• Matt 5:31-32 –Let the love of God rule in your heart,   
staying with your husband – being patient,  forgiving, caring,  
not holding grudges, helping each other. 

• Matt 5:33-37 – Loving others is telling them the truth and 
keeping your word, being faithful and trustworthy. 

• Matt 5:38-42 – Love endures suffering at the hand of 
another.  

• Matt 5:43-47 – Love your enemies. 

 



The Golden Rule of Love 

Matthew 6 

Our acts of worship will also be based on love.  

Do unto GOD – as He has done unto you…  

• Give because God has given to you 

• Pray to the Lord to communicate your adoration of Him 
and your respect and honor of Him.  

• Fast before the Lord because you love the Lord and are 
sorry for the sin in your life… or because you love 
others and want to see God at work in their lives.  

• Store up treasures in heaven - what you LOVE will be 
important to you and get your attention.  



The Golden Rule of Love 

Matthew 7:1-6   Do not judge, so that you won't be 
judged.  2 For with the judgment you use, you will be 
judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured 
to you.  3 Why do you look at the speck in your brother's 
eye but don't notice the log in your own eye?  4 Or how 
can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of 
your eye,' and look, there's a log in your eye?  5 Hypocrite! 
First take the log out of your eye, and then you will see 
clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.  6 Don't 
give what is holy to dogs or toss your pearls before pigs, 
or they will trample them with their feet, turn, and tear 
you to pieces. 

 



The Golden Rule of Love 

• Judge your own sin, then – in love – go to your brother, 
and help him address the sin that is in his life.  

• Don’t condemn someone else, but be discerning as to 
whether or not they are antagonistic toward the holy 
things of God.  

• It is for love of our brothers that we do not wrongly, 
harshly, critically judge them, but help them instead; 
and it is for love of our God that we do not allow others 
to trample on His truths and blaspheme His Holiness.  

 



The Golden Rule of Love 
NLT Matthew 7:12 "Do to others whatever you would like 
them to do to you. This is the essence of all that is taught 
in the law and the prophets. 

 



The Golden Rule of Love 
NLT Matthew 7:12 "Do to others whatever you would like 
them to do to you. This is the essence of all that is taught 
in the law and the prophets. 

• Rabbi Hillel: “What is hateful to yourself,  do not to 
someone else.”  

• Confucius:  “What you do not want done to yourself, do 
not do to others.”  

• Greek philosopher Epictetus: “What you avoid suffering 
yourself, do not afflict on others.”  

• Jesus isn’t telling us what not to do. He is telling us 
what to do!  

 

 



The Golden Rule of Love 

• Do unto others as you would have them do unto you, 
because this is the law of love… and you have received 
this very kind of  love from the Lord.  

• This life of righteousness, this life of love, is not an 
empty external act.   

• It must come from the heart… and  truly must come 
from the  heart of the Lord living through you.  

 

 

 



The Golden Rule of Love 

• Do unto others as you would have them do unto you, 
because this is the law of love… and you have received this 
very kind of  love from the Lord.  

• This life of righteousness, this life of love, is not an empty 
external act.   

• It must come from the heart… and  truly must come from 
the  heart of the Lord living through you.  

• Romans 5:5   God's love has been poured out in our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

• 1 John 4:19   We love because He first loved us. 

• John 13:34-35   I give you a new commandment: love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you must also love one 
another.  By this all people will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another. 

 

 

 



The Golden Rule of Love 

The Sermon on the Mount is all about a life of love for 
God and of love for others.  

 


