
SOLA SCRIPTURA AND WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES:                                                                                       

HOW TO KEEP OUR FOCUS ON THE SUFFICIENCY OF SCRIPTURE 

The sufficiency of scripture is a doctrinal _____________________. 2 Timothy 3:16   

1. Scripture _____________ contains God’s Words to us. 

2. Scripture alone contains _____ the words of God that we ____ for salvation and for living the Christian life.  

The sufficiency of Scripture means that Scripture contains all the words of God He ___________ His people to 

have at each stage of redemptive history, and that it___________________________ the words of God we need 

for salvation, for trusting Him perfectly, and for obeying Him perfectly. (Systematic Theology, Wayne Grudem) 

The sufficiency of Scripture is a _______________ to us. 2 Peter 1:3-4; Deut. 29:29;  Isaiah 55:9    

1. We have the guarantee that we will be ___________________________ what God has said.  

2. We will be able to discover what God says about topics that are directly ___________________________.  

The sufficiency of Scripture is a promise to us that we can find _______________ to our questions in the Bible.  

The sufficiency of Scripture means that the ________________________  to live our lives the way God wants us to.  

HOW DO WE KEEP OUR FOCUS ON THE SUFFICIENCY OF SCRIPTURE? 

IGNORE THE ______________________. Galatians 1:8 

 ________________ distractions are in ___________________________to the sufficiency of Scripture. 

The sufficiency of Scripture reminds us that we are to __________________________ to Scripture and that we 

are to consider no other writings of __________________ to Scripture. (Systematic Theology, Wayne Grudem) 

Sometimes the sufficiency of Scripture is diluted because there is more emphasis on _____________________ 

and an author’s ____________________________.  

1. Is your study about a particular issue or is your study focusing on ____________________about that issue?  

2. Do you read more of the author’s words than ________________________?  

3. Are the questions all about you or are they about ____________________________________about you? 

How often do you read the Bible?     Never / once a month / once a week / 2 or 3 times week / every day  

When you read it, how much time do you spend reading?   5 min or less / 15 min / 30 min / 45 min  / 1 hour 

REMEMBER THE PRINCIPLE OF PERSPICUITY - THE BIBLE IS _____________.  Ps. 119:130 

1.  Scripture is _____________________for the simplest person to live by. 

2. Scripture is _____________________for readers of the highest intellectual ability.  

3. Scripture is clear in _________________________.   

TO KEEP YOUR FOCUS ON SCRIPTURE, ________________THE BIBLE: 
 

     A. ____________a book of the Bible to read.  

     B. _______in Chapter 1, verse 1 and read all the way to the last word of the last chapter of that book.  

     C. ___________ one chapter at a time.   

____________________________ on things you don’t understand.  

     D. Use a _____________to read through the Bible in year.  



TO KEEP YOUR FOCUS ON SCRIPTURE, ________________ THE BIBLE 

 

Hermeneutics is the ___________________ of Scripture; and the proper path to be taken in order to 

arrive at ________________________.  (Dr. Robert Traina, Methodical Bible Study) 

 

OBSERVATION 
 

__________________________________?   Identify what the author actually said to the original 

recipients of the text.  Pay careful attention to the specific details of the passage through the use of the 

following questions: 

 

___________________ questions 

Who is the author or speaker? 

Why was this book written?  

 What was the occasion of the book? 

What historic events surround this book? 

Where was it written?  Who were the original recipients? 

 

___________________ questions 

What literary form is being employed in this passage? 

What is the overall message of this book, and how does this 

passage fit into that message? 

What precedes this passage?  What follows? 

 

 

___________________ questions 

Are there any repeated words or phrases? 

Does the author make any comparisons or contrasts? 

Does the author raise any questions?  Provide any 

answers? 

Does the author point out cause and effect relationships? 

Is there any progression to the passage?  In time?  Action?  

Geography? 

Does the passage have a climax?  

Does the author use any figures of speech? 

Is there a pivotal statement or word? 

What linking words are used?  What ideas do they link? 

What verbs are used to describe action in the passage?

INTERPRETATION 
 

________________________________?  Although the Scripture may have many different applications, it 

can only have one correct interpretation.  The correct interpretation is the one that the author intended the 

reader to come to understand.  The task of the Bible student is to discover the original intended meaning. 

Three basic rules of interpretation should be followed: 

 

Rule #1 – ____________________ of message 

The Bible has unity to it, and Scripture should be used to interpret Scripture.  Clearer passages should help 

interpret less specific passages.  New Testament passages often expand the teaching of Old Testament passages, 

while OT passages provide the historical understanding of many NT passages.  Use cross-references. 

 

Rule #2 – _____________________ of the Material 
Avoid taking a text out of context to make it say what you want it to mean, rather than what it actually 

means.  Not only is the immediate context important (within paragraph and chapter), but also the historical 

and cultural context must be considered.  Read paragraphs before and after, scan chapters, consult 

commentaries, Bible dictionaries, a Bible atlas, and a concordance. 

 

Rule #3 – _________________________ Meaning 

Interpret the Bible as one interprets any other form of literature, giving it its natural, normal, and 

customary meaning. Often ‘literal interpretation’ is misunderstood to mean interpretation of every word in 

an absolute sense without allowing for figures of speech or literary genres. When the natural, normal sense 

of Scripture makes sense, seek no other sense!      

 

 

               

               

  



GENERALIZATION  
 

___________________________________?  What is the central theme, proposition, thesis statement?  What 

is the central principle of the passage which is transferable to all believers?  Formulate a single sentence of 

the main point of the text by considering the following two questions: 

 

What is the author talking about? 

What is the author saying about what he is talking about? 

 

APPLICATION 
 

_______________________________?  What is the connection between the passage and your life?  

 

Remember the following guidelines: 1. ____________________ always precedes application.  You must 

first understand the principle taught in the passage, and then apply it. 2. Application focuses on biblical 

answers to ___________________.  Look for biblical perspectives that give insight to current matters. 

Consider application points that center around such matters as: 

Attitudes  Relationships  Employment  Church   Conduct  

Marriage  School   Community  Character  Family   

Social life Nation   Recreation  Knowledge of God 

 

3. The Bible must be applied as ______________________.  The apostle Paul explained the reason God 

gave Scripture in the first place:  “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 

work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17) 

Four questions can be asked from this verse: 
 

1. Is there a teaching here to be learned and followed?  

2. Does this passage communicate a rebuke to be heard and heeded? 

3. Is there a correction to be noted? 

4. In what way does this passage train us to be righteous? 

 
IMPLEMENTATION 

 

_____________________________________?    We cannot study the God of the Bible through the pages of 

the Bible without a response.  The truths of Scripture are meant to transform us.  As teachers of the Bible we 

must live its message.  We must allow it to change us as we call others to change.   

Ask yourself: 

How do I need to change? 

Do I need to change a viewpoint? 

Do I have an attitude that needs adjustment? 

Do I need to change a habit or behavior? 

Is there some new perspective, attitude, or behavior I should embrace? 
 

--Adapted from Creative Bible Teaching, Lawrence O. Richards and Gary J. Bredfeldt 

 

KEEP OUR FOCUS ON GOD’S WORD BECAUSE IT IS WHAT ____________________ US.                       

John 6:67-69; Matt 5:28-29 

 

What was the people’s reaction to Jesus’ teaching? They were ___________________. 

What caused the people to be astonished? Luke 4:32; John 7:14  

Jesus spoke as the Son of God and stunned His listeners with His assumption that His word was __________.  

 



 

RESOURCES: 

Disciplers Bible Studies – www.disciplersonline.org 

Precept Upon Precept – www.precept.org 

Escape the Coming Night – www.davidjeremiah.org 

 

 

And the Lord Blessed Job: a study of the book of Job 

Come Let Us Worship: a study of the book of Psalms 

That You May Know the Lord: a study of the book of Ezekiel 

Follow Me: a study of the gospel of Matthew 

Immeasurably More: a study of the book of Ephesians 

Letters to the Thessalonians: a study of 1
st
 and 2

nd
 Thessalonians 

 

 

 

 

http://www.disciplersonline.org/
http://www.precept.org/
http://www.davidjeremiah.org/
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