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THE WORDS OF JOB ARE ENDED 

• He has expressed excruciating pain and excellent faith.  



THE WORDS OF JOB ARE ENDED 

• He has expressed excruciating pain and excellent faith.  

• Job 1:3   3 His possessions also were 7,000 sheep, 3,000 
camels, 500 yoke of oxen, 500 female donkeys, and very many 
servants; and that man was the greatest of all the men of the 
east.  

• Job 31:38-40  38 "If my land cries out against me, And its 
furrows weep together;  39 If I have eaten its fruit without 
money, Or have caused its owners to lose their lives,  40 Let 
briars grow instead of wheat, And stinkweed instead of 
barley."  

• He was a man of integrity. He has suffered for the glory of the 
Lord alone even though he didn’t know it.  



THE WORDS OF JOB ARE ENDED 

• The final perspective of Job…  

•  Job 31:35-37   35 Oh, that I had one to hear me! (Here is my 
signature! Let the Almighty answer me!) Oh, that I had the 
indictment written by my adversary!  36 Surely I would carry it 
on my shoulder; I would bind it on me as a crown;  37 I would 
give him an account of all my steps; like a prince I would 
approach him. 

 



• Job 31:35-37   35 Oh, that I had one to hear me! Here is my 
signature! Let the Almighty answer me! 

• Job strategically brought his oration to its climax with a sudden 
change in tone. He was now sure of his innocence, so 
confident of the truthfulness of these oaths that he affixed his 
signature and presented them as his defense with a challenge 
to God for a corresponding written indictment. -Smick 
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THE WORDS OF JOB ARE ENDED 

• How does this brash attitude toward "his accuser" fit the 
statements accompanying the oaths about Job's fear of God's 
terror? This strange paradox in Job's mind that God to whom 
he appealed for support was also his adversary is the main 
point of the chapter. Fearing the terror of God (v.23) is meant 
for those who break covenant with him. Job knew he had not 
done this. But he could not deny the existential reality  that he 
stood outside the sphere of covenant blessing. Something was 
wrong.  -Smick 
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• How does this brash attitude toward "his accuser" fit the 
statements accompanying the oaths about Job's fear of God's 
terror? This strange paradox in Job's mind that God to whom 
he appealed for support was also his adversary is the main 
point of the chapter. Fearing the terror of God (v.23) is meant 
for those who break covenant with him. Job knew he had not 
done this. But he could not deny the existential reality  that he 
stood outside the sphere of covenant blessing. Something was 
wrong.  –Smick 

• There was only one way Job knew to make this absurd 
situation intelligible. That was to appeal to his just and 
sovereign Lord as a vassal prince who has been falsely 
accused. Even though he had repeated it often, he obstinately 
refused to accept as final that God was his enemy. -Smick 

 

 



THE WORDS OF JOB ARE ENDED 

• Job wanted God to reply to his defense with a list of the 
charges against him so whatever doubts were left may be 
publicly answered.  - Smick 

• Job 31:35-37   Let the Almighty answer me. Let my Opponent 
compose His indictment.  36 I would surely carry it on my 
shoulder and wear it like a crown.  37 I would give Him an 
account of all my steps; I would approach Him like a prince.  

• This has been called a gesture of equality where Job 
approached God as a prince to force God to accept his 
unblemished record and prove the counselors were wrong 
about his being punished for his sins.  

 

 

 



THE WORDS OF JOB ARE ENDED 

• Commentators have never been able to agree on whether Job 
was doing right or wrong.  

• Some are satisfied to say the author chose to present "the 
problem of the relationship between God and man in the 
sharpest possible delineation" since "nowhere in the ancient 
Near East does man approach the deity as a prince" (ibid.).  

• Others believe Job put himself in a false position. Neither his 
blamelessness nor his suffering gave him the right to tell God 
what He ought to do. -Smick 

•   

 

 



THE WORDS OF JOB ARE ENDED 

• The opening words of the theophany (God's answer to Job in 
chs. 38-41) throw some light on the posture of Job in these 
verses.  

• God rebuked Job's brashness (38:2-3) as a darkening of his 
counsel. -Smick  

 

 



THE WORDS OF JOB ARE ENDED 

• The issue is: Job wants an answer from God to explain his 
suffering.  
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• The issue is: Job wants an answer from God to explain his 
suffering.  

• From Job’s point of view….God either has to speak up and 
agree with Job about his innocence, or declare the sins Job 
has committed.  

• Job is at a dead end. 

• There is no way out of his suffering and    
there is no explanation anywhere to be found.  

 



THE WORDS OF JOB ARE ENDED 

• Habakkuk 1:1-3  2 How long, LORD, must I call for help and 
You do not listen, or cry out to You about violence and You do 
not save?  3 Why do You force me to look at injustice? Why do 
You tolerate wrongdoing? Oppression and violence are right in 
front of me. Strife is ongoing, and conflict escalates. 
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• Habakkuk 1:1-3  2 How long, LORD, must I call for help and 
You do not listen, or cry out to You about violence and You do 
not save?  3 Why do You force me to look at injustice? Why do 
You tolerate wrongdoing? Oppression and violence are right in 
front of me. Strife is ongoing, and conflict escalates. 

• Habakkuk 1:5-6   5 Look at the nations and observe-- be 
utterly astounded! For something is taking place in your days 
that you will not believe when you hear about it.  6 Look! I am 
raising up the Chaldeans, that bitter, impetuous nation that 
marches across the earth's open spaces to seize territories not 
its own. 

 



THE WORDS OF JOB ARE ENDED 

• Habakkuk 2:1 I will stand at my guard post and station myself 
on the lookout tower. I will watch to see what He will say to 
me and what I should reply about my complaint. 

 

• Habakkuk 2:3   3 For the vision is yet for the appointed time; it 
testifies about the end and will not lie. Though it delays, wait 
for it, since it will certainly come and not be late. 

 



THE WORDS OF JOB ARE ENDED 

• Habakkuk 3:16-19   Now I must quietly wait for the day of 
distress to come against the people invading us.  17 Though 
the fig tree does not bud and there is no fruit on the vines, 
though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, 
though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the 
stalls,  18 yet I will triumph in the LORD; I will rejoice in the 
God of my salvation!  19 Yahweh my Lord is my strength; He 
makes my feet like those of a deer and enables me to walk on 
mountain heights! 



THE WORDS OF JOB ARE ENDED 

• What did Job do that we know is right to do?  
– 1. Look to God for His answer.  

– 2. Examine your own life.  

– 3. Fear the Lord and turn from evil… cling to your integrity. Do the 
right thing. 

 

• What did Job not do, that we now know to do?  
– 1. Magnify the Lord (not ourselves)  

– 2. Humble ourselves  

– 3. Give thanks in all things and for all things  

– 4. Rejoice in the God of our salvation.  



THE WORDS OF JOB ARE ENDED 

• There is something more important going on than Job 
needing to know why he is suffering.  

 

• There is something going on that is more important than 
Job’s healing and happiness. 
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• There is something more important going on than Job 
knowing why he is suffering.  

 

• There is something going on that is more important than 
Job’s healing and happiness. 

 

• God is always doing something far greater than we could 
have imagined for His glory. 

 

• And it results in something for our good as well.  



THE WORDS OF JOB ARE ENDED 

• God glorified Himself through the life, death and resurrection 
of Jesus.  

• Let’s rejoice in the blessing that we received as God glorified 
Himself.  

 

 



THE WORDS OF JOB ARE ENDED 

• God glorified Himself through the life, death and resurrection 
of Jesus.  

• Let’s rejoice in the blessing that we received as God glorified 
Himself.  

• Colossians 2:13-15  13 And you, being dead in your trespasses 
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive 
together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,  14 
having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was 
against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out 
of the way, having nailed it to the cross.  15 Having disarmed 
principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of 
them, triumphing over them in it. 

 

 



THE WORDS OF JOB ARE ENDED 

What riches of kindness He lavished on us 
His blood was the payment, His life was the cost 
We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford 

Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 

 
Praise the Lord 

His mercy is more 
Stronger than darkness, new every morn 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 
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