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Where is the way to wisdom? 



Where is the way to wisdom? 
• Mohammad Najjar and Thomas Levy 

have been excavating at an ancient 
copper mining and smelting site in the 
Faynan district of Jordan for more than 
20 years. They describe it as “hell on 
earth.”a The mines are in the midst of an 
inhospitable desert, not far from the 
lowest spot on earth.b The heat can be 
intolerable, and water is scarce. People 
have been smelting the extracted copper 
since the Chalcolithic period, 4,500 years 
ago. In the Biblical period, this area was 
part of Edom; later it was part of the 
Nabatean kingdom. 
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Where is the way to wisdom? 
• ELIPHAZ said of the wicked:   Job 4:21  They die, even without wisdom.'  

• ZOPHAR said to Job:   Job 11:6 That He would show you the secrets of wisdom!  

• JOB  Job 12:2 "No doubt you are the people, And wisdom will die with you! 

•  JOB 12 Wisdom is with aged men, And with length of days, understanding. 

•  JOB 13 "With Him are wisdom and strength, He has counsel and understanding. 

• JOB Job 13:5 Oh, that you would be silent, And it would be your wisdom! 

• ELIPHAZ  Job 15:2 Does a wise man answer with empty counsel or fill himself 
with the hot east wind? NKJ Job 15:8 Have you heard the counsel of God? Do you 
limit wisdom to yourself? 

• JOB  Job 17:10 "But come again all of you now, For I do not find a wise man among 
you. 

• ELIPHAZ  Job 22:2 Can a man be of any use to God? Can even a wise man be of 
use to Him? 

• JOB Job 26:3 "What counsel you have given to one without wisdom! What helpful 
insight you have abundantly provided! 

 



Where is the way to wisdom? 
• Job 27:16-19   16 Though he heaps up silver like dust and clothes like piles of clay,  

17 what he lays up the righteous will wear, and the innocent will divide his silver.  18 
The house he builds is like a moth's cocoon, like a hut made by a watchman.  19 He 
lies down wealthy, but will do so no more; when he opens his eyes, all is gone.  

 



Where is the way to wisdom? 
• NIV Job 28:28 And he said to man, 'The fear of the Lord-- that is wisdom, and to 

shun evil is understanding.'" 

• NIV Psalm 111:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow 
his precepts have good understanding. To him belongs eternal praise. 

• NIV Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools 
despise wisdom and discipline. 

• NIV Proverbs 9:10 "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and 
knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. 

• NIV Proverbs 15:33 The fear of the LORD teaches a man wisdom, and humility 
comes before honor. 

• NIV Isaiah 11:2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him-- the Spirit of wisdom and of 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the LORD-- 

• NIV Isaiah 33:6 He will be the sure foundation for your times, a rich store of 
salvation and wisdom and knowledge; the fear of the LORD is the key to this 
treasure. 

• NIV Micah 6:9 Listen! The LORD is calling to the city-- and to fear your name is 
wisdom-- "Heed the rod and the One who appointed it. 

 



Where is the way to wisdom? 
•  Job 28:23-27   23 God understands its way, And He knows its place.  24 For He looks 

to the ends of the earth, And sees under the whole heavens,  25 To establish a 
weight for the wind, And apportion the waters by measure.  26 When He made a 
law for the rain, And a path for the thunderbolt,  27 Then He saw wisdom and 
declared it; He prepared it, indeed, He searched it out. 

• When he brought order out of the primeval chaos (vv.25-26), He used wisdom to 
do it. Wisdom is the summary of the genius God used to fashion the universe. 
(Smick) 

 



Where is the way to wisdom? 
• God’s wisdom is founded on His omniscience 

• And God’s wisdom is the perfect application of His knowledge 

• God’s wisdom is carried out by His omnipotence. 

• Isaiah 55:8-9  8 " For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My 
ways," says the LORD.  9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My 
ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts. 

  



Where is the way to wisdom? 
• The Lord tells us that what is best for us is to know Him.  

•  Jeremiah 9:23-24   23 Thus says the LORD, "Let not a wise man boast of his 
wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of 
his riches;  24 but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows 
Me, that I am the LORD who exercises lovingkindness, justice, and righteousness 
on earth; for I delight in these things," declares the LORD. 

• Daniel 2:19-23  Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven;  20 Daniel answered and 
said, "Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, For wisdom and power 
belong to Him.  21 "And it is He who changes the times and the epochs; He 
removes kings and establishes kings; He gives wisdom to wise men, And 
knowledge to men of understanding.  22 "It is He who reveals the profound and 
hidden things; He knows what is in the darkness, And the light dwells with Him.   



Where is the way to wisdom? 
• The Lord tells us that what is best for us is to know Him.  

•  Jeremiah 9:23-24   23 Thus says the LORD, "Let not a wise man boast of his 
wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of 
his riches;  24 but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows 
Me, that I am the LORD who exercises lovingkindness, justice, and righteousness 
on earth; for I delight in these things," declares the LORD. 

• Daniel 2:19-23  Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven;  20 Daniel answered and 
said, "Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, For wisdom and power 
belong to Him.  21 "And it is He who changes the times and the epochs; He 
removes kings and establishes kings; He gives wisdom to wise men, And 
knowledge to men of understanding.  22 "It is He who reveals the profound and 
hidden things; He knows what is in the darkness, And the light dwells with Him.   

• Jesus explained that knowing the words of the Lord … and doing them… would be 
wisdom for us: Matthew 7:24   24 "Everyone who hears these words of mine and 
does them is like a wise man who built his house on rock. AND in the STORM… the 
house on the rock stands firm.  



Where is the way to wisdom? 
•  The Lord doesn’t have to give us an explanation of why He is doing things… 

understanding why He does something is not wisdom.  

• But knowing the Lord, and trusting Him, fearing Him and obeying Him… that is the 
wisdom that we need in our trials.  

 



Where is the way to wisdom? 
• That wisdom is accessible to us… not because we can dig it out of mines, not 

because we can buy it, but because it has been given to us… by GOD’S GRACE.  

• Ephesians 3:8-13   8 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace 
was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,  9 and to 
bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God 
who created all things,  10 so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God 
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.   

• We can’t buy wisdom, but in His wisdom … God bought us with the unsearchable, 
priceless blood of Christ.  



Where is the way to wisdom? 
• God’s wisdom planned that Jesus would suffer and die for us, and His wisdom 

planned for us to be His witnesses and servants on the earth.  

• 1 Corinthians 1:20-24   20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?  21 For 
since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it 
pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who 
believe.  22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom;  23 but we 
preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks 
foolishness,  24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 



Where is the way to wisdom? 
• God’s wisdom planned that Jesus would suffer and die for us, and His wisdom 

planned for us to be His witnesses and servants on the earth.  

• 1 Corinthians 1:20-24   20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?  21 For 
since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it 
pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who 
believe.  22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom;  23 but we 
preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks 
foolishness,  24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 

• God has given His wisdom to us through His Son and in His Son.  

• Colossians 2:2-3   2 My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and 
united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in 
order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ,  3 in whom are 
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
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