
What’s wrong with this picture? Job 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 

Three points are made between Job and friends but they can’t see how all 3 points can be true ____________

                        

                                               1-  God is a    God of _____________ 

  

               

            2-Job is a                       3- Retribution Principle –   

    man of ____________                          righteous _________, wicked _________ 

The book of Job____________ to hold all 3 ideas simultaneously, but Job’s experience puts something in 

jeopardy. Job and his friends assume “one of the treasured ideas must be abandoned”.  

____________ was the first to bring up the Retribution Principle.  Job 4:7-9  “Job, you have counseled many in 

similar circumstances and you should take your own advice. Trust in your piety- the Retribution Principle will 

hold; it is the wicked who perish. Yet from God’s perspective no mortal is righteous; Job appeal to God and 

accept His discipline.”- John Walton 

_______ replies and will maintain his position and defend his _________ until his last words. Job 6:29 

_____________ replies with words that sound like a defense of God, but they are actually a _______________ 

of  the Retribution Principle. Job 8:3 Does God pervert justice? Does the Almighty pervert what is________? 

“The rhetorical question conveys Bildad’s surprise and dismay: How could it ever be thought that the Almighty 

could ‘pervert’ the _________________________ of the world?”  - Clines 

Bildad’s ______________: The moral universe is _______________ upon the principle of retribution;     any 

deviation from that would be injustice, and God and injustice are mutually incompatible terms.”  

The Problem: Job’s innocence and his _____________ at God’s treatment of him imply that God is treating him 

unjustly. (7:12, 17-18 20)  

The whole principle of retribution is now called into ___________. 

“To Bildad, the doctrine of retribution is so ________________ to his world-view that he has actually perceived 

the death of Job’s sons and daughters as God’s punishment (for their sins); Bildad does not know that he is 

deceiving himself. Bildad does not acknowledge that to deny the universal applicability of retribution is NOT to 

deny the righteousness of God.” - Clines  

Bildad’s speech: How dare you suggest that God perverts justice! Your children undoubtedly sinned. Face the 

facts and come clean – then all will go smoothly for you. Traditional wisdom gives you all the information you 

need – because it says according to the Retribution Principle: the wicked perish, but God does not reject a 

righteous person. - Walton 

 

Job clings to his point: his _________. Eliphaz and Bildad cling to their point: _____________________.   



The friends___________ Job’s point so that they can keep their worldview.  Smick – “They have an academic 

commitment to a viewpoint they ___________ to alter: sin brings suffering; suffering is evidence of sin.” 

Job will __________ his own righteousness. He will point out  __________________ about the retribution 

principle, but still believes that God works according to the retribution principle.  

Job will begin to _________________the point depicting God’s justice. Job 7:11-12  In Job’s perspective, God 

is treating him ______________.   

What Job will wrestle with is this: How can God ____________________ according to the principle of 

retribution and still be counted just?  

Walton shows the stages of thought that Job was processing regarding God’s justice and the RP. (p190) 

1. If God is _________, the RP is ___________. 

2. If the RP is true, it is the foundation of how the world works. 

3. If the RP is the foundation, one’s experiences will be consistent with the RP 

4. If experience is not consistent with the RP, the RP is not the foundation. 

5. If the RP is not the foundation, the RP is not true. 

6. If the RP is __________ true, God is __________ just.  

The perspective of Job and friends is that the retribution principle is the way God works and    

 it’s the _____________________ God works.  

The problem with this is basing our understanding of God on ___________________ perspective and  

 __________________ experience, or the experience of others.  

BUT GOD has revealed truth about Himself to us through His __________, through His ________, and 

 through His _______________. 

“God gives the solution in His speech: the triangle is too______________ and reduces God’s policies to a 

narrow system in which justice is the foundational attribute and the RP is law. God does not choose one of the 

three elements of the triangle to defend – rather, He __________________the triangle model as artificial and 

inadequate.” - Walton  

The RP is useful to describe general trends in the human experience, but the RP offers no guarantees. The RP is 

not the foundation for divine activity in the human realm.  The basic premise will remain – that the righteous 

prosper and the wicked suffer, but it is _______________________________ that God follows.  - Walton 

What is the foundation for divine activity in the human realm? What truth do we need to know about God – to 

place all our trust in Him?  

We need to know                       about God.. as much as He has revealed of Himself to us.  

Exodus 33:18; 21-22; Exodus 34:6-7   
6
 Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, "The 

LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth;  
7
 who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means 

leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the third 

and fourth generations." 



God’s _______________  is the _______________ that He is.  

Kabod  - _____________. The weight of God’s attributes, the greatness of them is that which gives Him the 

highest honor and distinction. And the weight of the truths about God cause us to give Him glory.  

What is the foundation for divine activity in the human realm? What is the basis for God’s behavior towards 

humanity? He acts according to ______________________. God acts according to His glory and for His glory.  

The tension in the triangle in the book of Job needs to be _________________ by God. He will correct each 

according to their error. 

 To Job… God will say: Job 38:2 Who is this who obscures My counsel with ignorant words?  God is telling 

Job – you don’t know _____________________ behind your suffering.  

 

To Job’s friends, Job 42:7 After the LORD had finished speaking to Job, He said to Eliphaz the Temanite: "I 

am angry with you and your two friends, for you have not spoken the truth about Me, as My servant Job has. 

Now take seven bulls and seven rams, go to My servant Job, and offer a burnt offering for yourselves. Then My 

servant Job will pray for you. I will surely accept his prayer and not deal with you as your folly deserves. For 

you have not spoken the truth about Me, as My servant Job has." 
9
 Then Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the 

Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite went and did as the LORD had told them, and the LORD accepted Job's 

prayer.  

 

Folly – Hebrew: nabala – meaning villainy, vile, a disgrace. It is _______________ against God’s standards.  

God ends the feud by telling Job that he spoke words of ignorance and by telling the friends that they didn’t tell 

truth about God.  

Job and the friends had their eyes on themselves and their perspectives of the situation, rather than trusting in 

God in all His glory.  

Check yourselves and your perspectives. 

Do you assess your life and the lives of others according to the retribution principle? 

 

Remember that God works in our lives and in the world according to ALL THAT HE IS ….. with all of His 

nature and character in perfect harmony with itself.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

God is in Essence:  

Spirit 

Invisible 

Personal 

Living 

Eternal 

Infinite 

Unchanging 

Holy 

Self-existent 

Independent 

Omnipresent 

Omniscient 

Omnipotent 

Unity/ oneness / trinity/ Trinity 

The Attributes of God are: 

Righteousness 

Justice 

Truthfulness 

Loving 

Gracious 

Merciful 

Goodness 

Faithfulness 

Wise 

Compassionate 

Patient 

Sovereign 

Jealous 

 


