
THE PURSUIT OF PERFECTION



• Galatians 4:4-7 4 But when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born 
of a woman, born under the Law,  5 in order that He might redeem those who were under 
the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.  6 And because you are sons, God 
has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"   



• Psalm 18:30 As for God, His way is perfect; The word of the LORD is proven; He is a 
shield to all who trust in Him.

• Job 37:16 Do you know how the clouds are balanced, Those wondrous works of Him who 
is perfect in knowledge?



• teleois - complete, perfect; with its chief component as totality, as opposed to partial or 
limited

• not lacking any moral quality
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• 1. conforming absolutely to the description or definition of an ideal type: a perfect sphere; 
a perfect gentleman. 

• 2. excellent or complete beyond practical or theoretical improvement: The proportions of 
this temple are almost perfect. 

• 3. exactly fitting the need in a certain situation or for a certain purpose: a perfect actor to 
play Mr. Micawber

• 4. entirely without any flaws, defects, or shortcomings: a perfect apple; the perfect crime. 

• 5. accurate, exact, or correct in every detail: a perfect copy. 
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• Zhodiates: teleios – an adjective from the word telos – meaning goal/purpose. 



• Leviticus 19:2 "Speak to all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say to them: 
'You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.

• Deuteronomy 18:13 "You shall be blameless before the LORD your God.



• Leviticus 22:21 And whoever offers a sacrifice of a peace offering to the LORD, to fulfill 
his vow, or a freewill offering from the cattle or the sheep, it must be perfect to be 
accepted; there shall be no defect in it.



• Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.  2
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



• ESV Matthew 5:48 You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

• NAS Matthew 5:48 Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

• NIV Matthew 5:48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

• NKJ Matthew 5:48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.
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• Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect

• It is a summary: Therefore…

• It is a command: you shall be perfect

• It is a promise: you shall be perfect

• It is a goal: you shall be perfect

• It is a reason: just as your Father in heaven is perfect
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• A realistically ideal goal that Jesus’ disciples are to pursue with restless dissatisfaction in 
this life until their final perfection in eternity.



• Philippians 3:12-14 12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I 
press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  13

Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead,  14 I press 
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
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• James 1:2-4 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3 knowing that 
the testing of your faith produces patience.  4 But let patience have its perfect work, that 
you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.



• Romans 8:3-5 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God 
did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He 
condemned sin in the flesh,  4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled 
in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.  5 For those who 
live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 
according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.



• Romans 8:9-15 9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.  10 And if 
Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness.  11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 
He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His 
Spirit who dwells in you.  12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors -- not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh.  13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the 
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.  14 For as many as are led by 
the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage 
again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." 



• Colossians 1:27-28 27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the 
glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  28 Him 
we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.


